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SPECTATOR SELECTIONS 

Highly Recommended 
The issue's most impressive wines. lncludes 

top-scorers and wines that represent optimal 

purchases based on their combination of score, 

price and availability. 
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DOMAINE 

SAINT PRÉFERT 
COLLECTION CHARLES GIRAUD 

2015 

CHÂTEAUNEUF DU PAPE 
APPELLATION CHATEAUNEUF OU PAPE CONTR6LÉE 
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9 gDomaineSt.-Préfert Châteauneuf-du-Pape
Collection Charles Giraud 2015 $93 FRANCE 

Gorgeous, starting off with warm ganache and Turkish 
coffee aromas, followed by dense, fleshy layers of fig cake, 
steeped plum and warm blackberry confiture. Shows lots 
of juicy energy through the finish, with anise and singed 
juniper accents adding,range. Cellar first, then enjoy the 
smoke show. Best from 2020 through 2045. 1,000 cases 
made.-J.M. 
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CHATf.AUNf.UF DU PAPE 

2015 

9 7Domaine de la Janasse Châteauneuf-du
Pape Vieilles Vignes 2015 $90 FRANCE Ripe

and focused, with a delightful mix of cassis, blood orange 
and cherry coulis flavors streaming through, backed by 
black tea and apple wood accents. Finely beaded acidity 
lets the fruit stretch out, while a light minerai edge adds 
range. Shows an echo of licorice snap at the very end. 
Dense, but there's remarkable grace here. Best from 2020 
through 2040. 392 cases imported.-J.M . 
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DOMAINE 

SAINT PRÉFERT 
Réserve Auguste Favier 

2015 

CHÂTEAUNEUF DU PAPE 
APPELLATION CHATEAUNEUF eu PAPE CONTRÔLÉE 

9 7DomaineSt.-Préfert Châteauneuf-du-Pape
Auguste Favier Réserve 2015 $55 FRANCE

Vibrant and captivating, with exuberant fruitcake, cin
namon and black tea aromas leading the way for a fleshy 
core of raspberry pâte de fruit, plum sauce and cassis, ail 
allied to a lovely velvety texture. Maintains intensity 
through the finish, showing a long echo of pastis. Best 
from 2020 through 2040. 1,300 cases made.-J.M. 

CONDRIEU 

2015 

La Petite Côte 

9 SYves Cuilleron Condrieu La Petite Côte
2015 $54 FRANCE Layers of fig, pear, quince, 

nectarine and yellow apple fruit course through this gor
geous white, gilded with hazelnut oil, orange pith and bit
ter almond notes. Offers an opulent range, yet remains 
focused. Shows Yiognier's uniqueness. Drink now through 
2021. 210 cases imported.-J.M. 

Collectibles 
Wines that will improve most from additional 
bottle age and that show the greatest potential to

gain in value. 

9 7Falletto di Bruno Giacosa Barolo Falletto
Vigna le Rocche Riserva 2011 $400 ITALY 

This alluring red starts out with soft rose, cherry, raspberry 
and menthol flavors, ail harmonious, before picking up 
tar, robacco and minerai elements, playing out on the long 
finish. This has mellowed somewhat, but the fruit never 
gives up, even as mouthcoating tannins emerge. Best from 
2023 through 2040. 900 cases made.-B.S. 
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9 7Jean Grivot Richebourg 2014 $1,500
FRANCE A rich and fleshy version, exhibiting black 

cherry, blackberry, violet, iron and spice flavors. Firmly 
structured, yet charmingly concentrated and pure, with 
terrifie balance. Extends nicely on the long finish. Best 
from 2021 through 2040. 95 cases imported.-B.S. 
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Romanée-Saint-Vivant 
GRi\NDCRU 

Les Quatre Joumaux 
i\PPELL:\TION ROMANl�E-S,UNT-VIVANT CON1RÔLÉE 
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Laurs LATOUR A BEAUNE. côTE-0·01t. FRANCE 

9 7Louis Latour Romanée St.-Vivant Les
Quatre Journaux 2015 $650 FRANCE Though 

packed with black currant, blueberry and cherry fruit, this 
red is wrapped up in a firm structure today, giving an aus
tere feel. Ail the components are in the right proportion 
and there's no denying the saturated aftertaste that echoes 
the core of cherry. Best from 2023 through 2045. 280 cases 
made.-B.S. 
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DOMAINE JEAN-LOUIS CHAVE 
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9 6Jean-Louis Cha./e Hermitage 2014 $325
FRANCE This starts strong, with warm ganache, 

steeped fig and crushed blackberry flavors, then gains 
steam, picking up smoldering charcoal, bay leaf and juni
per accents as the wine drives and expands through the 
finish. Offers a long echo of graphite, with the fruit keep
ing pace. Very impressive for the vintage. Best from 2020 
through 2040. 2,500 cases made.-J.M. 

Smart Buys 
Wines that deliver fine character at affordable 
prices and that are broadly available. 
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Basarin 

94Marco & Vittorio Adriano Barbaresco
Basarin 2014 $25 ITALY Elegam, leading off

with perfumed aromas of rose, cherry, strawberry and white 
pepper. The profile is sleek, with a solid base of acidity 
and tannins. Shows terrifie length, evoking fruit and min
erai on the aftertaste. Best from 2019 through 2033. 2,500 
cases made.-B.S. 

Buying Guide cover photograph by Ellie Patterson. 
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